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THE PORTER SHOP: the story of lot 101  

 

Recent research in the Lands Titles Office has added a few more 

pieces to the puzzle of early Porter family history. We have finally 

confirmed the date of James Porter’s purchase of the Hunter 

Street property to the rear of what is now Miss Porter’s House. 

Plus, some additional information has surfaced about what 

happened to that property after 1919 when all of James’ assets 

were liquidated on the death of his wife Eliza. These details are 

relevant to the Miss Porter’s House story because one sixth of 

the James Porter (1845 - 1912) estate eventually provided an 

income for Florence Porter and the purchasers or tenants of his 

property were neighbours to Florence and her daughters Ella and 

Hazel. 

James’ Hunter Street purchase was originally part of a crown grant to the Australian Agricultural Company 

(AAC). The AAC progressively subdivided some of its landholdings and a parcel, known as lot 101, Section A, 

with a one chain (66 feet) frontage on Blane (Hunter) Street, was sold in March 1856 for £49 to Thomas 

Shaw of Newcastle. It was this parcel that James Porter 

bought on 24th August 1878 for £800 from Thomas Shaw’s 

family, John & Caroline Leary (daughter of Thomas Shaw) 

and James & Caroline Wilkinson (wife of Thomas Shaw 

deceased). Lot 101 later became known as 301/303 Blane 

Street and, by 1919, as 607/609 Hunter Street.  

James had two mortgages on the property. In October 1878 

he mortgaged it for a loan of £450 to Walter William 

Capper, a Newcastle Solicitor. This mortgage was discharged 

in October 1880 and another for £1500 taken out with the 

Newcastle Permanent Investment & Building Society in April 

1883. The latter was discharged twelve years later in 

October 1895. After that, the property appears to have 

remained mortgage free until 1920. 

What remains unclear is precisely when the shops and 

associated outbuildings were constructed. James’ relatively high purchase price may mean that Thomas 

Shaw improved lot 101 and that James bought 

land with buildings. Contrarily the 1883 mortgage 

for £1500 may represent the financing of a new or 

replacement building project. This possibility 

would concur with John O’Mara’s estimate for the 

age of the shops given in the death duty valuation 

of 1912. He suggested that they were built in 

about 1886. Circumstantially, from a map, 

photographs and a rate valuation in the MPH and 

University of Newcastle collections it seems clear 

that by 1886 two shops existed on lot 101, both 

were owned by James Porter and that 301 Blane 

Above: James Porter and Part of AAC Estate Hamilton 

& Newcastle 1905. 101 and adjoining lots circled. 



2 
 

Street (later 607 Hunter Street) was always 

leased to a shopkeeper tenant (the Porters 

occupied 303 Blane Street, later 609 Hunter 

Street). Photographic evidence seems to indicate 

that the buildings described for sale in 1919 

were those that probably existed in 1886. 

At the time of his death on 20th July 1912 James 

Porter’s Newcastle West real estate consisted of 

not only 607/609 Hunter Street (lot 101) but also 

part of lot 44 on Langford (King) Street which he 

bought from the AAC in May 1907. A small part 

of lot 44 was gifted for ten shillings as a wedding 

present to Herbert Porter in July 1909 but the 

remaining part formed a continuous property 

with lot 101 and as such was advertised for 

auction in 1919. The sale was concluded on 16th 

January.1920 and the Lands Titles Office documents provide details of its subsequent ownership, 

mortgages and some later tenancies.  

James and Eliza Porter’s sons Daniel James and Wallace Lintott 

were the final trustees of James’ will (Herbert Porter had died 

in April 1919 and was replaced as trustee by Wallace). The 

brothers sold the estate as directed, and, for the purchase price 

of £6200, James Henry Patey a contractor of Newcastle became 

the new owner of lots 101 and 44. However, there is a 

surprising twist to the story. Less than one month later on 11th 

February 1920 James Patey sold lots 101 and 44 to Daniel 

James Porter for £6500. So, what was happening to the old 

Porter shops, the yards, stables and outbuildings? Who were 

the new neighbours of the Miss Porter’s House ladies? 

Briefly, we know that at this time Daniel James was trading as a 

carrier and grocer and that in November 1919 his brother 

Wallace had invited tenders for the building of new business 

premises for Daniel in Newcastle West. At present, if and 

where these premises were built is unknown. What is 

documented is that from 1920 to 1947 mortgages were held on 

lots 101 and 44 by various banks and that these were not 

discharged until 1947/1950 by Daniel’s only surviving son, Alan 

James. Daniel had died in January 1947. As for the old Porter 

shops, from mid-1922 they were leased to the Misses Mercer & 

Sharpe, Milliners (607) and J Johnson & Co Toy Importers (609). 

The latter was still trading in 1944 when Ella, on holiday in the 

Blue Mountains, received a letter from a Johnson in the Toy 

Shop. The Porter yards, stables and outbuildings seem to have been leased separately. G A Gross & Co, 

Furniture Warehouse occupied part of this area, now called 611-613 Hunter Street, from the mid-1920s.  

Lots 101 and 44, James Porter’s original landholdings in Newcastle West, finally passed from Porter hands 

in the 1950s. Alan James Porter sold 611-613 Hunter Street (part lots 101 and 44) to Marcus and Amelia 

Lazer in February 1950 and 607-609 Hunter Street (part lots 101 and 44) to Edward Ying Chee Lowe in 

Part M2033a Sheet 3 – Plan of Newcastle January 1886. UON 

Cultural Collections. Circled are J Porter Grocer & E Banfield 

Draper seen in photograph page 1 
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August 1958. Alan James and later Mary Porter 

retained an interest in the land as a mortgagee for 

Edward Ying Chee Lowe. The Porter connection 

finally ended in July 1964 when this mortgage was 

discharged. Subsequently the land was sold to 

Hunter District Water Board (HDWB) by the Lazers 

in July 1973 and Edward Ying Chee Lowe in May 

1974. Finally, lots 42,43, part lot 44, 99,100 and 

101 were consolidated by HDWB in 1978 and have 

since been on sold. The remaining part of lot 44 is 

Miss Porter’s House and, thanks to Hazel Porter’s 

bequest, is owned by the National Trust. 

 

 

 

Note: A timeline of documented information about 

lots 101 and 44, including detailed references, can 

be found at James Porter's Land & Shop (Ctrl + click 

to follow link). This location also has scans of some 

of the more important Lands Titles Office 

documents referred to in the text.  

 

 

 

303 Blane Street. Image by Ralph Snowball, the Norm 

Barney Photographic Collection, courtesy of University of 

Newcastle Cultural Collection 

  

Left: Beginning of conveyance: 24th Aug 

1878 Lot 101 Leary/Wilkinson to James 

Porter. No 334 Bk 185. Deposited 

Deeds Packet 23799 

The above article describes the purchase of what 

was probably James and Eliza Porters second 

Hunter Street shop. The photo right is from the 

MPH collection and shows what is believed to 

have been their first shop/home. It is thought to 

be the current 483 Hunter Street (now Thorpe & 

Co) and when occupied by the Porters was 

opposite the old Carrington Bridge. The Porter 

shop is on the right of the two shown in the 

photograph. 

https://onedrive.live.com/?id=ABB7E14895E2E26F%211487&cidt

